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PRESENTATION OVERVIEW

• History of Cecelia Creek
• History of Rock Bay
• Barriers
• Overcoming Barriers
• Student Participation
• Community Events



VICTORIA’S URBAN 
WATERWAY

Rock  BayRock  Bay

Cecelia CreekCecelia Creek



CECELIA CREEK
Before After



CECELIA CREEK 
WATERSHED

• Spans 2 municipalities 
• 360 hectares
• Drainage basin fully developed 
• Natural drainage system piped to 

facilitate stormwater drainage
• Only open portion is through Cecelia 

Ravine Park





INTRODUCTORY FORUM



STAKEHOLDER 
PARTICIPATION

• Cecelia Creek Clean-up Committee (CCCUC) 
made up of partners from private, public 
and non-profit sectors.

• Business representation on sub-
committees.

• Wide range of technical expertise and 
access to resources.



PERFORMANCE TARGETS

1. Improving water quality – reducing fecal & 
chemical contamination

2. Improving creek habitat

3. Enhancing aesthetics & education & recreation 
potential 

4. Community, government & businesses working 
together

5. Long-term community stewardship



ROCK BAY

Industrial PresenceUrban runoff

Marine Habitat Contaminated Bay



ROCK BAY WATERSHED

• 434 hectares

• Covers 23% of the City of Victoria

• Drainage basin fully developed 

• Natural drainage system piped to facilitate 
stormwater drainage

• Seabed and shoreline contaminated from a former 
coal gasification plant and other historical 
industries.



HillsideHillside--QuadraQuadra

OaklandsOaklands
Burnside GorgeBurnside Gorge

North JubileeNorth Jubilee

FernwoodFernwood

Rock BayRock Bay North ParkNorth Park

DowntownDowntown

RocklandRockland



PARTNERS
Burnside Gorge 
Community Association
City of Victoria
Capital Regional District
Provincial Ministry of 
Water Land and Air 
Protection
Vein of Life Watershed 
Society

Members of the BGCA 
Environment Committee



OBJECTIVES
1. Improving water quality by significantly reducing 

fecal and chemical contamination of the creek;

2. Improving the marine habitat;

3. Enhancing the aesthetics and the recreation and 
education potential of the bay;

4. Have the community, government and business 
working together;

5. Establish long-term community stewardship for 
the bay and harbour environment by educating 
business operators, residents, and children 
within the



LEARNING FROM OUR 
BARRIERS

Understanding

Ownership

Action  &    
Implementation

Education

Participation

Shared 
Achievable Goals



EDUCATION AND AWARENESS
A Healthy Neighbourhood is a Healthy Waterway

• Education in Schools
Community and schools working 

together

• Best management 
Practices

Education for local businesses

• Residential Pledge 
Program

Education for local residents



COMMUNITY AND SCHOOLS

Student had regular field trips and recorded their 
observations of pollution and concerns in a journal. 



STUDENT PARTICIPATION
College Students

High School 

Elementary  Students



STUDENT PARTICIPATION



STUDENT 
PARTICIPATION 

Watershed Model Presentations

• Students work on 
building a watershed 
model.

• Presented to the 
public during 
community events

• Presented the 
watershed model to 
City Council



STUDENT PARTICIPATION
Watershed Model Presentations



STUDENT PARTICIPATION
Environment Youth Team



EDUCATION IN 
SCHOOLS

• Slide show on marine environment

• Interactive watershed model

• Compare and contrast using
an interactive felt display.

• Fish Stenciling



EDUCATION IN 
SCHOOLS

• High school students 
are allowed to add 
their own component 
to the education in 
schools

• High School students 
teaching elementary 
students.



PUBLIC EDUCATION
Interpretive sign and information pamphlet



PUBLIC EDUCATION
Pamphlets  and School Murals



COMMUNITY EVENTS
• Victoria High School 

Environment Club 
hosted and Enviro-
Fair.

• Included a 
presentation of the 
Rock Bay Watershed 
Model



COMMUNITY EVENTS

• Sign unveiling

• Students displayed 
a wish list for      
Cecelia Creek



COMMUNITY EVENTS

• Planting of 
vegetation in Cecelia 
Ravine Park

• Build Benches for 
pathways in the park

Youth Groups



COMMUNITY EVENTS 
Shoreline Cleanups



BUSINESS PARTICIPATION

• Are the Procedures and 
guidelines a business 
can follow to ensure 
their operations are 
efficient, comply with 
legal requirements and 
prevent pollution.

Best Management Practices

Stop pollution at the source!



BUSINESS PARTICIPATION
Best Management Practices

• Introduction to the watershed concept
– Businesses are left with a BMP manual

• Follow up with an on site visit to walk through the self 
assessment

• Provided with a checklist of items

• Final review to ensure implementation and acceptance 
as a Community Eco-partner.



BUSNIESS RECOGNITION



RESIDENTIAL PLEDGE 
PROGRAM

Provides residents with the 
knowledge of how changing a 
small aspect of your daily 
activities around the home, we 
can take a step towards 
improving the water quality of 
Rock Bay .



RESIDENTIAL PLEDGE 
PROGRAM

The pledge consists of the 
following categories:

1) Cars and Roads

2) Lawn and Yard Care

3) In Your Neighbourhood



RESIDENTIAL PLEDGE 
PROGRAM

• Volunteers do at home 
visits to meet with 
residents.

• Provide information and 
tips on what they can 
do.

• Participants receive a 
house plaque.



RESIDENTIAL PLEDGE 
PROGRAM

Advertisements in local newspaper.



COMMUNITY COMMITTMENT

Obtaining and sustaining 
public support for areas 
that many communities 
have forgotten.



COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Share the Vision

Expands the resources

Expands the ability to
communicate to the
public and develop
community commitment
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